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Kharko the Cossack

Mythical founder of the city

Kharko is a half-histori- did not exist at all, and that Aocording 1o
: another lxgend, the
cal, half-mythical figure the city was named after the  wunger or meciy
of Ukrainian folk tales and nearby Kharkiv river, and not ~ jen ™™
legend. According to one the other way round. Kharko
legend, Kharko was one of 2 met his end by drowning in a
group of Polish settlers who river near Zmiey, according to
founded the city. According another legend, passed down
toanother, he wasa well-off  to a villager from nearby
young Russian whose name Kharkiv (allegedly from the
was Khariton (shortened to great-great grandfather of a
Kharke), giving Kharkiv its blind 104-year old, also from
name. A third says that Khar-  the same village).
kowas, in fact, a beekeeper, What is unequivecally

Still a fourth says that Kharko  agreed upon is that the name
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Tuccuing Sanitatis, Alimenti Miele, XIV century, Casanatense Museum

Left: ustration of Cossack Kharko from the book Where does your name comes from?

by Pugachew V. XIX century, Saratov

Kharkiv appeared long before Kharko has also been o

: : argfharalogists
the first mention of the Cos- a popular character in canfirmed that
A E: Ein s . e

sacks; nonetheless in 2004 Ukrainian literature: for b e

;munument to the Cossack example, the poet Serhiy b

_ﬂunu:lers of Kharkiv, includ- Shelkovyi alludes to Kharko

1 . &

g Kharko, was erected by the Cossack in his poem The

Sculptor Zurab Tsereteli on Kharkiv Fortress.

Nﬂuk}f Avenue,
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lvan Sirko

Mighty Cossack and hero of legend

Ivan Sirko is an important
figure in Ukrainian history,
a Hetman of the Zaporozhian
Sich, and hero of many tales
and legends,

Sirko's biography has long
been intertwined with spec-
ulation, and even historians
sometimes find it difficult to
separate truth from fiction. It
is known that he was born in
1610, in the city of Marefa, in
the present Kharkiv region,

Sirko was Bohdan Khmel-
nytskyi’'s right-hand man, In
1663, Sirko was elected Het-
man of the Zaporozhian Sich,
becoming head of the Cossack
army for 12 years. His exploirs
were spoken of all over the
world, and he was greatly
feared by his opponents,
Sirko died in August 1680
and was buried outside the
village of Kopilovka, in Dni-
propetrovsk region. In 1968,
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Hnat Khotkevych

Writer, historian, bandura player, composer,
art critic, ethnographer, educator, theatre and
socio-political figure

Khotkevych was born in Because of his pro- Thi authorties
Kharkiv in 1877 to parents Ukrainian ideas, Khotkevych Eﬁr?fifii"..,-
who worked as a cook and a was expelled from Kharkiv's Ko ierns
servant. During the summer  Realschule Gymnasium and pcetppiied
they would go with theirson  was exiled for two years, first tirs in two
to the village of Derhachi, which took him to Kyiv. He e
where, at a young age, Khot-  went to study with the com-

kevych met a blind bandu- poser Mykola Lysenko, who,

ra-player who taught him wpon hearing him play, im-

how to play the bandura (a mediately offered him a part

traditional Ukrainian instru-  as a bandura-soloist, offering

Heny: Kymumy nry e SHHH A4 86 Sachervonets,
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