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Pozdin 1

IleTpoHiii MpOKMHYBCS JulIe ONM3bKO MOMYAHS, i, SIK 3a-
3BMYail, 3 BimUyTTSIM Bejaukoi BTomu. HamepemonmHi BiH OyB y
Hepona Ha OeHKeTi, 10 TpUBaB 10 IIMOOKOI HOYi. 310poB’s
Oro OCTaHHIM YacoM mouaso migynagatv. BiH caM roBopus, 1110
MPOKUIAETHCSI pAHKAMHU 3 SIKOIOCh 3a7IepeB’STHUTICTIO B Tijli i He-
3[IaTHICTIO 30cepenuTrch. OMHa4Ye paHKOBA BaHHA il PO3TUpPaHHS,
1110 10T0 peTeIbHO MPOPOOJIsIM 100pe BUIIKOJIEHI padu, IMOKBaB-
JIIOBAJIM PyX MJISIBOI KPOBi, 30yMKyBasiv, 0aabOpUIY, TTOBEPTAIU
CUJIN, 11 i3 eJleoTe3iss, OCTAHHBOT'O BiJIiJIEeHHS Jla3eHb, BiH BUXO-
JIUB Haue BOCKPECIN — 04Yi OIMCKaIu JOTEIMHICTIO 1 BECEIICTIO,
BiH 3HOBY OYB MOJIOOVIM, IIOBHMM XKWUTTS M TaKUM HE3PiBHSIHHO
BUIITYKaHUM, 1110 caM OTOH He Mir OM 3 HUM 3PiBHITUCS, — iC-
TUHHUIA arbiter elegantiarum!, sik Ha3uBaau [leTpoHis.

YV rpomaachbKux Ja3HIX BiH OyBaB HEYaCTO: Xi0a 110 3’IBUTHCS
KOTpUI-HEOYAb PUTOP, SIKMI BMKJIMKAB 3aXOIUICHHS, IO IIPO
HBOIO ¥iJIe MiCTOM ITOrojioc, abo Koju B edeObisx BinOyBaauch
0co0MBO 1ikaBi 3maraHHsd. B cagu6i y IletpoHiss Oyau cBoi
na3Hi, kotpi Llenep, s3Hamenutnii ToBapuin CeBepa, pO3IINPUB,
nepeOynyBaB i MPUKPACUB i3 HaA3BUYAWHUM CMAaKOM, — cCam
HepoH Bu3HaBaB, 1110 BOHU NEePeBEPIIYIOTH iMIIEPaTOPChHKI JIa3Hi,
Xoya Ti OyJM IMPOCTOpillli i BiA3HAYaIKUCS HE3PiBHSIHHO OiIbIIOIO
MUIITHICTIO.

I micns upboro 6EHKETY — Ha KOTPOMY BiH, KOJIM BCiX 3HYIU-
JIo Ona3HOBaHHA BartuHis, 3aTisiB pazoM i3 HepoHowm, JlykaHoMm

! apbitp eneraHTHOCTI (1am.).
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i CeHellioHOM CyIepeuky, UM € B XiHKM nyiia, — IleTpoHiit
MPOKWUHYBCS Mi3HO i, K 3a3BMYaii, NTpUIHSB BaHHY. JIBa MOTyTHi
OajbHEaTopM BKJaJd MOro Ha BKPUTHUI OiITOCHIKHUM €ETUIET-
CbKMM BiCOHOM KMITApUCOBHUI CTil i pyKaMu, HAMallleHUMU IyX-
MSTHOIO OJIi€I0, 3aXOAWJIMCS PO3TUpaTU MOro CTPyHKE Tilo — W
BiH, 3aIUTIOLIMBIIM OYi, YeKaB, KOJIM TEIUIO JIaKOHiKa f Terio
IXHiX pYK IepenacTbcs oMy Ta MPOKEHE BTOMY.

Ta uepe3 gxwuiich yac IleTpoHiii 3arOBOpUB — PO3ILTIOLIMB-
1M OYi, 3aluTaB IMPO IOroay, MOTiM IPO TeMH, IO iX OOILsB
MIpucjaTu oMy OO0 LIbOro AHS IoBedip ImoMeH mist orismy...
3’scyBanocs, 110 MOrofa CTOITh rapHa, 3 HEBEJIUKUM BiTepleM
3 00Ky ANBOAHCHKMX Tip i 110 TeMu He mocrtamieHo. IleTpoHiit
3HOBY 3aILIIOLIMB OYi 1 HakazaB IMEePEeHeCTU Moro mo Temigapilto,
aje TYT i3-3a 3aBiCU BUIJIIHYB HOMEHKJIATOP i MOBIJOMUB, LIO
mosionuit Mapk BiHilill, skuii HelogaBHO MOBepHYBCs 3 Majoi
Agsii, npuiiinoB nposigatu [leTpoHis.

IleTpoHili po3nopsAMBCSA NPOBECTU TOCTS 10 TEMAAPi0, KyIn
nepeiioB cam. BiHiliii 6yB CMHOM MOro CTapuioi CecTpu, IIO
KOJUCh BUiinUia 3amix 3a Mapka BiHiuis, koHcyna npu Tu-
6epii. Mosoguit Mapk ciyxus mig opynoto KopOynoHa y BiiiHi
MpoTH MapdsH i Terep, KOjau BiliHAa 3aBeplIMiacs, MOBEPHYBCS
o micra. IleTpoHiii MaB 10 HBOTO MPUXWIBHICTb, HABIiTb CUM-
nariro, — Mapk OyB KpaCHBUM IOHAKOM aTJIETUYHOI CTaTypH, O
TOTO X BiH yMiB IOTPUMYBaTHUCh Y PO3MYCTi AESIKOI €CTETUYHOI
mipu, 1o IleTpoHilt LiHyBaB MoOHax yce.

— Bitato Teb6e, IleTpoHi0! — BUTYKHYB MOJIOIMK, MPY>KHUM
KPOKOM BXOISIYM [0 Temigapito. — Xai JAapyloTbh TOOi ymady Bci
6oru, a HaaTo AckJjeniii i Kinpuaa, — mig iXHiM NOABIMHUM 3a-
CTYMTHULTBOM TOOi He 3arpoxye HisIKe 3710.

— JlackaBo mpoiry no Puma, it Hexall BiAIOYMHOK ITic]s
BiliHM Oynme misl Tebe conomnkum, — BianosiB Ilerponiii, mpo-
CTATAIOUM PYKY MiX CKJIaZKaMU M’SKOTO IIOJIOTHA, B sIKE€ HOro
3aropHynu. — o yytu y BipMeHii i1 yu He goBeJiocsl TOOI, Te-
peOyBarouu B A3ii, 3amisiHYTU Y BidiHio?

Ilerponiit OyB Konuch HamicHUKOM BigiHii i mpaBuB Herwo
MisUIbHO Ta crpaBemivBo. Ile mMoriao BuaaTHcs HEHMOBIPHUM 3
XapakTepoOM IL[bOr0 YOJIOBiIKA, BiIOMOro CBO€IO 3HIXKEHIiCTIO Ta
MPUCTPACTIO IO PO3KOIli, — TOMY BiH i ITOJIIOOISIB 3ragyBaTH Ti
YyacH sIK J0Ka3 TOro, YMM BiH MIr i 3yMiB OM CTaTH, KOJIU O oMy
3aMaHyJI0Cs.

— Memi Bumano nobysatu B I'epakiei, — ckazaB Binimiit. —
ITocnaB mene Tyau KopOysoH i3 Haka3oM 3i0paTl IMiIKPiTICHHS.

— Ax, l'epaknes! 3naB s Tam ogny AiBunHy 3 Konxinu, 3a sKy
BimgaB OM BCiX TYTELIHIX PO3JYYEHUX XKIHOK, HE BUKIIOYAIOUYU
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ITonmei. Ta ue maBHs icTopist. Kpaie ckaxu, sIK ClpaBy TaM, Y
napdsH. Jlanebi, HaOpUIIO BXKe CayxXaTu Mo BCix ux Bosoresis,
Tupunaris, Turpasis, Npo IMX IUKYHIB, 1110, K KaXe IOHAN Apy-
JIeH, y cebe BIoMa I1ie Ja3siTh payky i TUIBKM Iepel HaMU YIaloTh
i3 cebe moaeit. Aine tenep y Pumi 6arato mpo HUX TOBOpPSTH,
MEBHO, TOMY, 1110 MPO LIOCH iHIlIe TOBOPUTU HEOE3MEYHO.

— V Tiit BiliHi cripaBu Hauli OyauM KeNchKi, i, sk6u He Kop-
OyJIOH, MM MOIIM O 3a3HATHU MOpPa3Ku.

— KopOymnon! Ilpucsraiocs Bakxom! Tak, BiH icTuHHUI 00T
BiliHU, cripaBXHiil Mapc, BeIMKUI TOJTKOBOJEIb, TA PA30M 3 TUM
3anaJbHUN, YeCHW i AypHUA. MeHi BiH cMMIIaTUYHUM, xo4a 6
ToMy, 1110 HepoH iioro 60iTbcs. ..

— KopOyJnioH ax HisiK HE TypeHb.

— MoxiuBo, TBOSI IpaBaa, a BTiM, 1Ié HE Ma€ 3HAYEHHS.
Hypictb, gk Kaxke [TippoH, 30BciM He Tipiia 3a MyIpPIiCTh i HIYMM
OJ Hel He Bipi3HSIEThCS.

Biniwiii 3axoauBcsl po3IoOBigaTH Mpo BikiHY, aje koau Iler-
POHill 3aIUTIOIIMB OYi, MOJIOAVK, AUBJISYUCh Ha HOro BTOMJIEHE
i 3j1erKa 3MapHige oOJuYdsi, 3MiHUB TeMy PO3MOBM i IIOYaB
IOAMIMBO PO3IMMUTYBATH TIPO 3T0POB’S.

IleTpoHiii 3HOBY PO3ILIIOLIUB OYi.

3nopon’sal.. Hi, BiH He ITOYYBa€ThCS 3A0POBUM. 3BUYAITHO,
BiH illle He OIMIIIOB JO TOTO, IO YOro miitioB Monoanii CrceHHa,
KOTPUWIA HACTIIBKU OTYIiB, 110, KOJW MOTO paHKaM¥u MPUHOCSITh
y Ja3Hi, BiH 3anurye: «lle g cumxy?» 1 Bce XX Taku BiH HELy XU,
Biniuiii nopyuyus iioro 3actynHuurBy Ackienis ta Kinpumu. Ta
BiH y Ackienisi He BipuTh. HeBimoMo HaBiTh, YMiM CHHOM OYB
Ackineniit — ApcuHoi uun KopoHigu, — a sKIIo He MOXHa 3
VIEeBHEHICTIO HAa3BaTHU MATip, 110 BxKe TOBOPUTHU IIpo 6aTbKa! XTo
HUHI MOXe TTOPYYUTHCS, 1110 3HAE HABiTh BJacHOTO OaTbKa!

Tyt IleTpoHiit po3cMisiBCA, MOTIM MTPOAOBXKYBaB:

— IMompaBma, nBa poku TOoMy ¢ TociaB n0 EmimaBpa Tpu
JIIOXKVMHU XXUBUX CipUX APO3MiB i Yallly 30JI0TUX MOHET, ajie 3HAEII
yomy? 4 cobi cka3zaB Tak: JOMOMOXE YW Hi — HEBiIOMO, Ta He
3alIKOIUTD. SKIILO JIIOAM 11Ie TIPUHOCSTDH XXepTBU Ooram, yCi BOHHU,
ramaroo, MipKyIoTh Tak, SK s1. Bci! 3a BUHATKOM, MOXe, TOTOHUYIB
MYJIiB, $IKi TIPOITOHYIOTh CBOI MOCAYTY MOAOPOXHiIM 0insa KaneH-
CbKMX BOpPIT. OKpiM AcKJIemisi, JOBEJI0CSI MEHi TaKOX MaTH CIIPaBy
3 OT0 CIAYXUTENsIMU — acKJIeMmiagaMu, KO MUHYJIOTO POKY B
MeHe OyJ1a XBopoOa ceuoBOro Mixypa. 3a MeHe TOJli BOHU 3[iiCHIO-
Baiu iHKyOauioo. S 3k 60 3HaB, 1110 BOHM OLLIYKaHIIi, ajie TeX CKa-
3aB co0i: YMM 1Ie MeHi 3amKkoauTh! CBIT CTOITh HA OOMaHi, i yce
XUTTS — Mipax. dyia — Tex mipax. Tpeba Bce XX MaTh 10CTaT-
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HbO PO3yMy, 1100 BiApi3HITU MipaxKi MPUEMHI Bill HEMPUEMHUX.
Sl Haka3ylo B MOEMY TilloKaycTepii TOMUTU KEAPOBUMU IPOBAMU,
rnocunaHumMu ambporo, 60 B KUTTI Biggalo IepeBary apomaram
cmopony. o x mo Kinpuau, KOTpiil TM MEHE TaKOX IOPYYUB,
s BXE€ CTIJIbKM KOPUCTYBaBCs il 3aCTyNMHUIITBOM, IO B IpaBiii
HO3i KOJIbKM Ttovaymcs. Btim, e 6oruns mobpa! I'amaro, Termep i
TM — paHillle Y1 Mi3Hille — MmoHecell O0iaux rojybiB Ha ii BiBTap.

— Tu BragaB, — MoBuB BiHiuiit. — Crpiau mapdsiH MeHe
He 3ayeiv, 3aTe IMOpaHWIa MEHe cTpila AMypa... il 30BCiM
HECMoAiBaHO, 3a JEKiJbKa CTaliil o BOPIiT MicTa.

— Ilpucsaratoca 6inumu KojiHamu Xaput! Tu po3kaxell MeHi
Mpo 1Ie Ha J03BiIi, — cka3aB IleTpoHniii.

— 4 came mpuitIOB 3amuUTaT B TeOe TMopanu, — 3arepedrB
Mapk.

AJie B 1110 MUTD 3’ SIBUJIMCh eTJIITOpH I 3axonunucs oins Ier-
pOHis, a Mapk, CKMHYBIIIM TYHIKY, BBIMAILIOB 1O 0aceiiHy 3 TEILIO
Bojoto — IleTpoHiil 3anmponoHyBaB HOMY CKyNaTHCh.

— AX, g 1 3anuTyBaTU He Oydy, YW TillMUIICS T B3a€EMHUM
KOXaHHSIM, — cKazaB IleTpoHiil, TUBIIYUCH HaA IOHE, HiOW BU-
pi3pOsieHe 3 MapMypy Tijo BiHiuiss. — bauus 6u tebe Jlicinm, v
oyB Ou Tenep okpacoro BopiT IlajaTmHchkoro majnaiy B oOpa3si
crartyi 1oHoro I'epkyeca.

Monoauk 3aa0BOJEHO MOCMiXHYBCSI i mo4yaB IipHaTu B Oa-
CeliHi, CWJIbHO BUILIICKYIOUM TEILJTy BOJAY Ha MO3aiKy i3 300pakeH-
HsaM Tepu, 1o nmpocuts CoH npucnatu 3eBca. [1eTpoHiil TUBUBCS
Ha HBOTO OYMMa XyIOXHMKA.

Ta ko Mapk BUIAIIOB i3 OaceiiHy i ofmaB cede B po3Mopsa-
JKEHHSI CIMISITOPIB, YBIMILIOB JIEKTOP i3 (YyTJISIpPOM, SIKUI BUCIB y
HBOTO Ha XUBOTI. [3 (ymisipa cTupyanu CyBoOi marmipycy.

— Xouemn nociyxatn? — 3anuTaB [leTpoHii.

— SIK1110 TBip TBIi1, TO i3 3aA0BOJICHHSIM! — BiAIOBIB BiHiLiit. —
A FKIIIO He TBIi, Jinie moroBoprumo. Iloetn JT0BIITH Tenep Cly-
XayiB Ha KOXHOMY PO3i.

— IIle 6 mak! binsg KoxHoi 6asutiku, Oist TepM, 6i0Ii0TeKMU
YW KHUATapHi HE MOXHA MPOUTH, 11100 HE 3YCTPITH MOeTa, KOTPUIA
KECTUKYIIOE, IK MaBma. ATpHUIIa, KOJU IprixaB cronu 3i Cxomy,
TMOMUJIKOBO BBaXaB iX 3a OAEPXUMMX. AJle TaKi HWHI 4acu. IMm-
rnepaTop Iulle Bipili, i yci HacmiayioTh itoro. He mo3BossieThes
JIVIIe MUCATU BiplIi JiiMlle 3a iMmeparopa, i 3 Li€l TPUYUHU I
Tpoxu nobortocs 3a JlykaHa... f > 60 nuily npo3oro — LIonpaB-
Jla, He XaJlilouyu Hi camoro cebe, Hi iHIIMX. A JIEKTOp 30MpaBcs
HaM 4uTaTh «3aroBiT» Gimogaxu Padpuiist Beenrona.

— Yomy Gimomaxu?
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— Tomy 110 oMy Hakaszajnu 3irpatv pojb Omiccest il He To-
BepTaTUCS 10 JOMAIIHHOTO BOTHUIIA 0€3 HOBOTO PO3IOPSIKEHHSI.
st «<omiccesi» BUSBUTBCS IJISI HHOTO Ky MEHIII TSKKOTO, HiX KO-
ek ast camoro Omiccest, mo3asik ioro npyxxuHa He IleHenomna.
CnoBoM, 51 He MycUB OU TOOI TOBOPUTHU, 1110 BUMHUIU OE3TTy310.
Ta B Hac TyT Hi PO 1O OCOOIMBO HE 3aMUCTIOIOThC. KHMXUM-
Ha JIOBOJIi MacKyaHa W HyAaHa, ii IMovyaM i3 3aXOIUIEHHSIM YUTaTu
JIMIIE TOMi, KOJIM aBTOpa BUTHAIU. Temnep »Ke HaBKOJO TiIbKHU H
uytu: «Crandas! Ckandan’» MoxiauBo, BeeHTOH nellio BUTamas,
ajne g X 00 3Ha MiCTO, 3HAK HAIUX OTILiB-CEHATOPIB i HAIIUX
JXKiHOK Ta 3aIleBHSI10 TeOe, 1110 BCi MOro BUTaAKM ThMSIHIIOTh Mepen
niiicHicTio. Hy, sIcHa piu, KOXeH B 11iii KHU3i 1I[OCh 1IIyKaE — cebe
3 OCTPAXOM, iHIIMX i3 3aI0OBOJICHHSIM. Y KHUTAapHi ABipyHa COTHS
MnepenucyBaviB KOMiOOTh 1i Mif AUKTOBKY — YCIHixX 3a0e3ne4yeHo.

— TBoi cnipaBu TaM He omnucaHo?

— € 11 BOHM, aji¢ TYyT aBTOP CIUIOXYBaB — HACMpaBmi S i
TiplIuiA, i He TaKWi MPUMITUBHUM, SKUM BiH MEHE 300pa3uB.
bauuiil, My TyT TaBHO BTPaTWIM BiIUYTTS TOIO, 11O MPUCTONHO i
1110 HETIPUCTOMHO; MEHI CAMOMY BXX€ 3[a€ThCS, 1110 TYT HEMA Pi3-
Huli, xoua CeHeka, My3oHilt i Tpa3es BIaioTh, OyIIiM ii 0auaTk.
MeHi Ha ue HartoBatu! Ipucsratocs I'epkysecoM, 51 TOBOpIO, 1110
nymaro! Ta 1 Bce-Taku TiepeBakaro ix e B YoMy, S 3HaI0, 110 MO-
TBOPHO i 1[0 NPEKPACHO, a IIbOTO, TPUMipPOM, Halll MiTHOOOPOAUIA
MOEeT, Bi3HUK, CITiBaK, TAHLUIOPUCT i aKTOp HE PO3yMiE.

— Opnnaye MeHi xanb Padpuwist! Bin 1o6puit ToBapui.

— Woro 3aHanacTiio B1acHe KoxaHHs. Bci 1e minospiosann,
HiXTO He 3HaB JOCTEeMEHHO, Ta BiH caM HE Mir CTpUMMAaTHCh i MO
cekpeTy po30oBKyBaB yciM. IcTopito 3 Pypurom uys?

— Hi.

— Toni mepeiiniMo no dpurizapiro, 0XOJIOHEMO TPOXH, i 5
TOOI BCe PO3MOBIM.

Bonu nepeitinm 1o ¢ppurigapiio, mocepen SKoro 6uB (PoHTaH
pOXeBYBaTOI BOJIM, HANOBHIOIOUM BCE HABKOJIO apoMaTroM (ia-
Jiok. TaM, yCiBIIMCH Y BCTEJIEHUX ILIOBKOM HilllaX, BOHM 3aXOAM-
JINCh HACOJIOIKYBATUCSI MPpoXoJiofoto. JleKiibKa XBWIMH OOUIBa
MoBUaK. BiHiliil 3aMucieHO AMBUBCSA Ha OpoOH30BOro ¢dasHa,
KOTpHUiA, HECYUM Ha IIedi HiM(y, HAXUJIMB ii TOJIOBY Ta ITpUCTpac-
HO mpurajgaB rydamMu 1o ii BYCT.

— BiH yuHUTH npaBuiIbHO, — cKa3zaB Mapk. — lLle mime,
IO € B XUTTI.

— Ma0yThb, 110 Tak. Ajie TH, KpiM LIbOTO, 1lI¢ JIIOOUII BiliHY,
sIKa MEHi He IO Aylli — 00 B IaTpax HIiITi ICYIOThCS, Tpic-
KaloThCSl Ta BTPAvalOTh POXEBUU KOJip. 3arajioM, y KOXHOTO
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