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The Red-headed League

I had called upon my friend, Mr. Sherlock Holmes, one day
in the autumn of last year, and found him in deep conversation
with a very stout, florid-faced, elderly gentleman, with fiery red
hair. With an apology for my intrusion, I was about to withdraw,
when Holmes pulled me abruptly into the room, and closed the
door behind me.

“You could not possibly have come at a better time, my dear
Watson,” he said cordially.

“I was afraid that you were engaged.”

“So I am. Very much so.”

“Then I can wait in the next room.”

“Not at all. This gentleman, Mr. Wilson, has been my partner
and helper in many of my most successful cases, and I have no
doubt that he will be of the utmost use to me in yours also.”

The stout gentleman half rose from his chair, and gave a bob
of greeting, with a quick little questioning glance from his small,
fat-encircled eyes,

“Try the settee,” said Holmes, relapsing into his armchair, and
putting his fingertips together, as was his custom when in judicial
moods. “I know, my dear Watson, that you share my love of all
that is bizarre and outside the conventions and humdrum routine
of every-day life. You have shown your relish for it by the
enthusiasm which has prompted you to chronicle, and, if you will

FXCUSC My Saying 50, SOMewhNar 10 CMbellish SO Many of 1My oW
ittle adventures.”

“Your cases have indeed been of the greatest interest to me,”
[ observed.
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Cnuika pyamux

€ crajocsa BoceHH MuHyJoro poky. ¥ Illepioka Xonmca

CHJIIB SIKHICh JITHIH JUKEHTIbBMEH, JTy’Ke IIOBHUM, BOTHSIHO-PYIUI.
51 xotiB Oyno yBiiiTH, ane mo6a4nBs, 110 BOHU 000€ 3aXOMUIUCS Oe-
Ci1010, 1 MOKBanuBCs 3a0parucs. OmpHak XO0aMC 3aTITHYB MEHE 10
KIMHATH Ta 3a4MHUB 32 MHOIO JIBEI.

— Bu npwmiinum gyske B4acHo, Miit moouit Barcone, — npusi-
TaBcA BiH.

— 1 GosiBcst BaM 3aBaiuTH. MeHi 31a710Cs, 10 BU MAETE CIIPABY.

— ABXEXK Maro, 1 HaBIiTh TyXe IIKaBY.

— Mosxe, 51 Kpalle 3a4eKaro B CyCiJHIi KiMHATi?

— Hi-ni... Mictepe BisicoH, — cka3aB IETCKTHB, 3BEPTAIOYHCH
JI0 TOBCTYHa, — Il JPKEHTILMEH HEOJTHOPA30BO JFO0’ SI3HO JI0-
rmomMaraB MeHi B 0araTrboX HaHOLIBII BIANMX pO3CiimyBaHHAX. He
CYMHIBAIOCSI, 10 ¥ y Ballliii cripaBi BiH Oyie MeHi Ay>Ke KOPHUCHUIL.

I'majyH migBiBCs 3 Kpiciia Ta KUBHYB, @ HOTO MaJICHbKI OUCHSITA,
110 3aIUTAIH KUPOM, JTOTUTIUBO OIVISIHYJIH MEHE.

— CinaliTe cronu, Ha JMBaH, — 3alPOMIOHYBaB X0JIMC.

Bin omycTuBCs B Kpico 1, SIK 3aBX/I1 Y XBIJIHHU 33 JyMH, 3’ €/IHAB
MOYIIICYKH TAIBIIIB 000X PYK JOKYIIH.

— 51 3Haro, Mii mro0uii Barcone, — 3a3Ha4uB BiH, — IO BH
MOAIISIETE MiH TOTAT 10 BCHOTO HE3BHYAWHOTO, YCHOTO, IO MOPY-
IIy€ HaIlle OHOMAaHITHE OyTTs. SIKOM BH HE MaJIH IIbOTO PAarHEHHSI

0 HC3BUUAANX IO, TO HC HOTYBAIH O MOT CKPOMHT TIPATOTT 13
faKUM CHTY31a3MOM... J[0 TOTO K Malo MUpPO 3ayBaXKUTH, IO NESIKi
B BAIlIMX OTIOBIIOK JCTI0 PUKPAIIAIOTH MOIO AiSTIBHICTb.

— 3aiiBa CKPOMHICTb, Ballli IPUTOIM 3aBXKIH 3IABAIUCS MCHI
Ty’Ke [[iIKaBUMH, — 3aIllePEUUB 5.
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“You will remember that I remarked the other day, just before
we went into the very simple problem presented by Miss Mary
Sutherland, that for strange effects and extraordinary combinations
we must go to life itself, which is always far more daring than
any effort of the imagination.”

“A proposition which I took the liberty of doubting.”

“You did, Doctor, but none the less you must come round to
my view, for otherwise I shall keep on piling fact upon fact on
you, until your reason breaks down under them and acknowledges
me to be right. Now, Mr. Jabez Wilson here has been good enough
to call upon me this morning, and to begin a narrative which
promises to be one of the most singular which I have listened to
for some time. You have heard me remark that the strangest and
most unique things are very often connected not with the larger
but with the smaller crimes, and occasionally, indeed, where there
is room for doubt whether any positive crime has been committed.
As far as | have heard, it is impossible for me to say whether the
present case is an instance of crime or not, but the course of
events is certainly among the most singular that I have ever
listened to. Perhaps, Mr. Wilson, you would have the great
kindness to recommence your narrative. I ask you, not merely
because my friend Dr. Watson has not heard the opening part, but
also because the peculiar nature of the story makes me anxious
to have every possible detail from your lips. As a rule, when
I have heard some slight indication of the course of events I am
able to guide myself by the thousands of other similar cases which
occur to my memory. In the present instance I am forced to admit
that the facts are, to the best of my belief, unique.”

The portly client puffed out his chest with an appearance of
some little pride, and pulled a dirty and wrinkled newspaper from
the inside pocket of his greatcoat. As he glanced down the
advertisement column, with his head thrust forward, and the paper
flattened out upon his knee, I took a good look at the man, and
endeavoured after the fashion of my companion to read the
indications which might be presented by his dress or appearance.

I did not gain very much, however, by my inspection. Our

VISTtoT boTe eVeTy TIrark Of DEiITg AT average COMMIIONpPIace DITHSI
tradesman, obese, pompous, and slow. He wore rather baggy greyj
shepherd’s check trousers, a not overclean black frockcoat,
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— He pami, six ydopa, mpurajyto, 1o Ka3aB Bam, 110 HaicMi-
JUBiIIa (aHTa3is HECTIPOMOXHA YSIBUTH COOI TAaKUX HE3BUYAWHHMX
1 IMBOBW)KHUX BUMAJIKIB, SIKi 3yCTPIYalOThCSI B OYIIEHHOMY JKHUTTI.

— S Toni  BiAMOBIB BaMm, IO JO3BOJISAIO COOl CyMHIBaTHCA
B IIPABHJIBHOCTI BaIlIoi TyMKH.

— OpHak, TOKTOpE, BaM JIOBEJICThCS BU3HATH, 1110 S MAIO PAIlifo,
00 iHak1e 51 0 3aKuAaB Bac CTIIBKOMa TUBOBHKHUMH (haKTaMH, 1110
BH Oynu O 3MyIIieHi oroguTrcs 31 MHOKO. Och Xo4ua 0 icTopis, Ky
MeHi 3apa3 po3noBiB Mictep Jxabe3 Bincon. O0cTtaBuHU, B SKUX
BOHA CTajiacs, LJIKOM MepeciuHi Ta Oy/eHH1, OTHAK MEHI 3J1a€ThCH,
110 32 BCE CBOE JKUTTA 5 HE UyB Kpainoi icropii... Byas 1acka, Mictepe
BincoH, moBTopiTh cBOIO po3noBis. [Ipoury Bac mpo me He suie
TOMY, 11100 Miil pusATenb, T0KTop BarcoH, Buciyxas ii BiJ moyarky
JI0 KIHIIS, aje ¥ JuIsd Toro, o0 MeHi caMOMy HE BTPATHUTH HaBiTh
HalMeHIoi JpiOHUII. 3BICHO, KOJIM MEHI MOYMHAIOTH PO3IOBIIaTH
PO SIKUICh BUIMAAOK, TUCAY] MOMIOHUX 1CTOPii BUPUHAIOTH Yy MO
mam’sTi. AJe IIOTo pasy 3MyIICHH BU3HATH, [0 HIY0TO CXOKOTO
sl HIKOJIM HE YYB.

IMmagkuii KII€HT 13 IEBHOKO MUXO0 BHUITHYB I'PYIH, BUTATHYB i3
KHIIICH] TuTamia OpynHy 3iM ATy ra3eTy Ta po3KiaB il Ha CBOIX KO-
ninax. Iloku BiH, BUTATHYBIIM IINIO, TPOOIraB 04MMa CTOBIUUKHU
OTOJIONICHB, Sl YBAKHO PO3TIIAAAB HOTO Ta HAMAaraBcsl, HACHi oYUM
MaHepy [llepioka, Bramaru 3a oJsTOM 1 30BHIIIHIM BHIVISIOM, IO
1€ 3a JTIOANHA.

Ha >xanp, MOi CITOCTepeKCHHS HE TalTU Maike HiIKUX pe3yib-
tariB. Ozpa3zy Mo)KHa OyJI0 TOMITHTH, 110 HAIII BiJ[BiTyBay — 3BHU-
YaifHICIHBKUI KpaMap, CaMOBIOBOJICHUN, TOBCTHH i OBUILHUH.
Woro mranu 6ynu Mimkysarti, cipi, y kmitunky. Moro He myse
OXaifHHII TeMHUH CIOPTYK OyB pO3CTEOHYTHH, a HA TEMHIH KU TII
BUIHIBCSI MACUBHUY MIJTHUHN JIAHIIOT, HA IKOMY 3aMiCTh Operioka
OOBTaBCS MTPOCBEPAICHIH HACKPI3b KBAaIPaTHUI MIMAaTOYOK SIKO-
roch MeTajy. 3aHOUICHUN HUIIIHAP 1 BUIBLIMNA KOPUIHEBHH LTI
31 3MOPIIEHUM OKCAaMUTOBUM KOMIPOM JI€KaJIn KMHYTI Ha Kpicii.
KopoTko kaky4u, CKiJIbKH O 51 He BIUBIISBCS B IIBOTO YOJIOBIKA, HE
3MIr moOaunTH HIYOTO BapTOrO yBaru, KpiM BOTHSHO-PYJOTO BO-
noccst. Byro sicHO, 110 BiH BKpaii 3MMBOBAaHHN SKOIOCH HEITPHEMHOIO
MOMI€IO.

Moi nonsau He yHukiu npoHukiusux odeit llepnoka Xonmcea.
— IleBHa piy, OyIb-KOMY SICHO, — YCMIXHYBCS BiH, — IIIO HAIII
TICTh KOJMCh 3aiiMaBcs (DI3MYHOIO MPaIleto, HIOXA€E TIOTIOH, 110 BiH
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unbuttoned in the front, and a drab waistcoat with a heavy brassy
Albert chain, and a square pierced bit of metal dangling down as
an ornament. A frayed top hat and a faded brown overcoat with
a wrinkled velvet collar lay upon a chair beside him. Altogether,
look as I would, there was nothing remarkable about the man
save his blazing red head, and the expression of extreme chagrin
and discontent upon his features.

Sherlock Holmes’ quick eye took in my occupation, and he shook
his head with a smile as he noticed my questioning glances.

“Beyond the obvious facts that he has at some time done
manual labour, that he takes snuff, that he is a Freemason, that
he has been in China, and that he has done a considerable amount
of writing lately, I can deduce nothing else.”

Mr. Jabez Wilson started up in his chair, with his forefinger
upon the paper, but his eyes upon my companion.

“How, in the name of good fortune, did you know all that,
Mr. Holmes?” he asked. “How did you know, for example, that I did
manual labour. It’s as true as gospel, for I began as a ship’s carpenter.”

“Your hands, my dear sir. Your right hand is quite a size larger
than your left. You have worked with it, and the muscles are more
developed.”

“Well, the snuff, then, and the Freemasonry?”

“I won’t insult your intelligence by telling you how I read
that, especially as, rather against the strict rules of your order,
you use an arc and compass breastpin.”

“Ah, of course, I forgot that. But the writing?”

“What else can be indicated by that right cuff so very shiney
for five inches, and the left one with the smooth patch near the
elbow where you rest it upon the desk.”

“Well, but China?”

“The fish which you have tattooed immediately above your
right wrist could only have been done in China. I have made
a small study of tattoo marks, and have even contributed to the
literature of the subject. That trick of staining the fishes’ scales
of a delicate pink is quite peculiar to China. When, in addition,
I see a Chinese coin hanging from your watch-chain, the matter
becomes even more simple.”

Mr. Jabez Wilson laughed heavily. “Well, I never!” said he.

“1 ﬂ‘nnghf at first that vou had done qnmpfhing clever, but I see

that [there was nothing in it after all.”
§
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(bpankmacos, sikuii Oy y Kurai, 1 1110 BIpogoBk OCTaHHIX MiCSIIiB
oMy moBoauiiocs: 6araro mucatv. KpiM 1uxX oueBUAHHX (aKTIB,
s1 He MiT OlIBIIe HIYOrO BrajaT.

Mictep [Ixabe3 Bincon BumpoctaBcs B Kpicii i, HE BiIpH-
BalOYM BKA31BHOTO TAJBI BiJl YacCOITUCY, BUTPIIIUBCS Ha MOTO

TIPHSTEIISL.
— Slkum 9nHOM, MicTepe XOJMC, BH 3MOIJIM BCE I JIi3HATH-
csi? — TIOLIKaBUBCA BiH. — 3BiIKHM 3HA€TE, HAPHUKIAM, 110 5 3a-

iimMaBest (hisnuHOIO mpanero? S i crpapmi moyaB CBOIO Kap’epy Ko-
pabebHUM TeCIIelO.

— Bami pyku po3noBiau MeHi npo ue, Mii aroduil cep. Bara
mpaBa pyka OibIa 3a JIiBy. Bu npariroBaiiv Hero OUIbIINe, TOMY M’ SI3H
Ha Hilf pO3BUHEHI Kpalrie.

— A HIOXaHHS TIOTIOHY? A (paHKMacOHCTBO?

— Ilpo ¢ppaHKMACOHCTBO 310TaaTUCS HEBAXKKO, a/IKE BH, BCY-
Ieped CyBOPOMY CTaTyTy CBOTO Op/IEHY, HOCUTE IINUJIbKY JJIs Kpa-
BaTKH 13 300pa)KCHHSM JYTH Ta KOJIa.

— Oraxoi! 4 ii 3a0yB 1po Hei... A K BU 3[10TaJaJIuCs, 110 MEHi
JOBOAMIIOCS Oararo mucatu?

— Ilpo mo  ime MOXYTh CBIAYMTH Balll JUCKY4YUil TpaBUi
PYKaB i BUTEpTa MaTepis Ha JIBOMY PyKaBi O1J1s1 JIiKTs !

— A Kurait?

— Jlume B Kutai moria Oyt BuTaryiioBaHa puOka, 10 MpH-
KpaIlae Balie mpase 3am’acTs. S| BUBYaB TaTyIOBaHHS, i MEHI JI0BO-
JIUIIOCS] HAaBITh MUCATH MIPO HUX HAyKOBi cTaTTi. 3BMuail hapOyBaTu
pHO’sTay ITYCKY B HKHO-POXKEBUI KOJIip MpUTaMaHHui Juime Kuraro.
[ToOGaumnBIIM KUTACEKY MOHETKY Ha JIAHIIIOKKY BaIlIOTO TOTMHHNKA,
sL OCTaTOYHO TepeKoHaBcs, 110 BU Oynu B [linHebecHIH.

Mictep /Ixabe3 BijcoH roiocHo 3aperoras.

— OH BOHO 110! — cKka3aB BiH. — Sl crioyaTky noaymas, 1110 BU
XTO3HA SIKUMH XUTPUMH METOJJAMU BiATaayeTe, a, BUSBILIETHCS, IIC
TaK IpoCToO.

— I'aparo, Barcone, — 3BepHyBCA 10 MeHE XOJIMC, — IO 4 10-
MUJIMBCS, KOJIU MTOSICHUB, SIKMM YHHOM JIIAIIOB /IO CBOiX BUCHOBKIB.
Sk Bu 3Haere, Omne ignotum pro magnifico!, i Moili ckpoMHiit
CJIaBi 3arpoXXy€e Kpax, KMo Oy1y Takui BinBepTHii... Bu 3HalIIM
O[OJTOIITCHIS, MICTCPC BICOH

! Omne ignotum pro magnifico (7am.) — yce HeBiTOMe MOKa3yIOTh|Be-
[TUHUM.

=
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