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Bcim, xTo 60peTbcsa 3a cBoboay
Vi HEe3Q/IEXKHICTb YKPQiHM

To everyone who fights for freedom
and independence of Ukraine
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OJTIEKCAHOP MEOBEOEHK( @ OLEKSANDR MEDVEDENKO
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roeT, »XypHanicT, CNOPTUBHUIN KOMEHTATOP, KEPIBHUK CyX6u
3B'A3KIB i3 FPOMAACHKICTIO 47-i OKPEMOi MexaHi30BaHOI bpuragm
«Marypa». 3 noToro 2022 poky npautoBaB BIMCbKOBUM KOpec-
MOHOEHTOM Y 30Hi 6BOMOBKX AiN.

Bonogap 4YopHOro nodca 3 keMno-KapaTte, 6POH30BMIN MPU-
3ep KybKa CBITY 3 KIKBOKCUHIY i KiK-OYKMUTCY, @ TaKOy YeMrioH
YKpaiHM 3 KO3alLbKOro ABo6010.

[e6ioTyBaB noeTuyHoto 36ipkoto «Jaxm» (2003). ABTOP KHU-
YKOK noesin «Conopgolui Ana nnasyHie» (2005), «<HabuTi TpaBoto
CBALLEHHI KopoBW» (2006, npemia «CMoAoCKMM»), «Manpuka
rpés» («Manpuka Mpin», 2006, POCIMCbKOK MOBO), «BEeH3UH»
(2008), «Odobpi nicHi nMpo noraHux ApiBdat» (2012), «Konaokum
i Banbcu» (2014), «depBoHa KHura» (2015), «ApTepia» (2018),
«TPaKTOPUCTbI, HE AABUTE EXMKOB!» («TPaKTOPUCTU, HE OaBITb
i>xakiBl», 2020, pocicbkoto MOBOI), «3aknagka» (2022), “Ocean
Indyjski” («IHOIMCbKMK okeaH», 2023, MONbCbKOK MOBOIO).

Naypeart nitepatypHux npemin: imeHi KOpia AHoBcbkoro (2018),
iMeHi borgaHa-lropsa AHToHMYa «[MpuBiITaHHSA XXKUTTa» (2000), Ha-
LioHanbHOI NpeMii YkpaiHu imeHi Tapaca LeBueHka (2024).

Poet, journalist, sports commentator, head of the public rela-
tions service of the 47th Separate Mechanized Brigade “Magu-
ra”. From February 2022, he worked as a military correspondent
in the war zone.

The holder of a black belt in kempo-karate, a bronze meda-
list of the World Cup in kickboxing and kick-jitsu, as well as the
champion of Ukraine in cossack duel.

He made his debut with “Dakhy” (“Roofs") poetry collection in
2003. The author of the poetry books: “Solodoshchi dlia plazuniv”
(“Sweets for Reptiles”), 2005; “Nabyti travoyu sviashchenni koro-
vy" (“Stuffed with Grass Sacred Cows"), 2006, Smoloskyp Award;
“Paprika grioz” (“Paprika of Dreams”), 2006, in Russian; “Benzyn”
(“Gasoline”), 2008; “Dobri pisni pro pohanykh divchat” (“Good
Songs About Bad Girls"), 2012; “Koliadky i valsy” (“Carols and Wal-
tzes"), 2014; “Chervona knyha" (“The Red Book”), 2015; “Arterii”
(“Arteries”), 2018; “Traktoristy, nie davitie yozhykov!” (“Tractorists,
Don't Crush Hedgehogs!”), 2020, in Russian; “Zakladka” (“Book-

mark”), 2022; “Ocean Indyjski” (“Indian Ocean”), 2023, in Pglish.
Laureate of literary awards: Yuri Yanovsky Award (2018), Boh-

dan-lhor Antonych Literary Award “Pryvitannia zhyttia” (“Greetings

of Life") (2000), Shevchenko National Prize (2024).
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PiHAJABHUUA KAAP

CbOrofHi 4 6a4MB 9K MOMMpPaE congaT

MOMYy BifipBano HOry Ha aBAiiBCbKOMY KOKCOXiMi
BiMCbKOBI MeOUKU

npoBOOAUNV eBaKyallito Nig MiHOMETHUM BOFHEM
HaKManu TypHikeT

MPWBE3NM Ha CTabiNi3aLiMHUI MyHKT
HaMaranmcsa 3anycTuTtu cepLe



https://kniga.biz.ua/ua/book-stezhky-viiny-stezhky-liubovi-0044573.html

BpUTaHCbKa pernopTepKa AXKenH
doTorpadyBana poboTy nikapis
3arasibHUIM NaH: AOKTOP 3i CAWHU
KPYMHWIM NfaH: Monoae obnmyda 6inusa
He G6inblue TPMAUATN —

3a3Ha4aE BOHa

i NPOLOBXYE 3HIMaTU

doTorpadii MatoTb PO3NETITUCA CBITOBUMMK 3Mi
afyKe 3apas3s BCixX LIiKaBUTb aBaiiBKa

BCi XO4UyTb 6a4nTU

AK MPOLLAETHCS i3 XKUTTAM

60€LLb CU cnelianbHUX onepauin
pPO3ipBaHUIM 0OAr 3 NMIAMaMU CBIXKOI KPOBI
MPOMiHb COHUA WO PO3ainde onepauinHy
Ha cBiTnoMy 6oui

OOKTOP roBOPUTL MPO YLLIKOOXKEHI pebpa
i NPOBUTY NerexHto

ane NpoAoBXyeE MaHinynauii

LAHCIB Ha MOPATYHOK BCe MeHLLe
OOKEMH PYXa€ETbCA MO TEMHIN CTOPOHI
LIyKa€e BOAUM paKkypc

MeLnepCcoHan METYLLUUTBLCS | 3aBaXkae in
3po6UTKN diHaNbHUM Kagp

noixanu 3siacu

Karky 4

i 3abupato ii Ha aBip

MOBYKM CiAaEMO B MaLLUUHY

3[a€E€TbCA BOHA TPOXWM PO34paToBaHa
3[0a€TbCA 9 TeX

ofpasy 3a 6/10KNOCTOM

PanTOBO MOYMHAETLCA 3/1MBA
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the final shot

today | saw a soldier die

his leg was blown off at the Avdiivka coking plant
military medics

evacuated him under the mortar fire

they applied a tourniquet

brought the soldier to the stabilization center
tried to restart his heart

a British reporter Jane

took pictures of the doctors’ work

general view: the doctor from behind

close-up of the fighter’'s young face

he's no older than thirty —

she notes

and continues to shoot

these photos are to be spread

all over the world’'s media

because now everyone is interested in Avdiivka
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everyone wants to see

a fighter of the special operations forces
saying goodbye to life

torn clothes with spots of fresh blood

a ray of sunshine dividing the operating theater
on the bright side ]

the doctor talks about the damaged ribs
and a punctured lung

but continues with the procedure

the odds of survival are decreasing

Jane moves along the dark side

looking for a good angle

the medical staff are fussing and hindering her
from capturing the final shot

let's get out of here

| say

and take her outside

we get into the car silently

she seems to be a bit annoyed

| seem to be too

just p he roadblock

it sudd starts raining

t Translated by Yuliia Maksymeiko

OJIEKCAHOP MEOBEOEHKO ‘KEJ‘ OLEKSANDR MEDVEDENKO


https://kniga.biz.ua/ua/book-stezhky-viiny-stezhky-liubovi-0044573.html

rolling stones
3a O MW BOKOEMO?

FACHa piy 3a Wo

33 CBOi OYAUHKM 3 ANTAYMMIU MantOHKaMKM Ha CTiHax

3a TWX KOO MOBMMO i 3a Te y Lo BipUMO

3a CMNOKIiWM CNafbHMX PaMOHIB i 32 TUXUM COH
HavpigHiWKMx noaen

AKOCb yBe4epi

nig 4Yac TenedoHHOI PO3MOBU

BOHa Ckasana:

3HaeL

A 6 xoTina TyT 3anmMLwmnTnCsa

TYT coLianbHi rapaHTii i BUNaaTn

BMEBHEHICTb Yy 3aBTPALUHbOMY AHi

00 TOro »X y MeHe 6yB Yac nogymMatm

i 9 BUpIiLIMNA WO He Mato 0bMexyBaTK CBOKO 0COBUCTY cBO6OaY

6e3KiHEYHMM O4YiKyBaHHAM

A NparHy 6yTu BiOKPUTOK CBITY XO4Uy MepeTBOptoBaTUCSA
MPOSBNATUCA PO3KPMBATUCS

TO6GTO TW He NoBepHeLlca?
a e He BMpiLIKAa

a nitun?
BOHM NiayTb Y HIMELbKY LLIKOMY BYUTUMYTb MOBY

HaCTyMHOro AHA BiH MOMPOCMB KOMaHaMpPa

BiAMPaBUTY MOro Ha MPOMKY — LLLIO6 Mo6nvKye Ao neknia
asie OTpPMMaB BigMOBY

TOAi BUPILLMB KMHYTU BCE M MOBEPHYTUCS Yy CBOE pigHe MIiCTo
BTiM i3 LIM BYnO LLe cKaaHille

AKLLO TOBi HaBiTb He JatoThb LWAHCY KpacKBO MOMepTn —
AK XXUTW gani?

Cupa OCiHb 3pMBana LWKipy 3 TEPUKOHIB

12
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BiH 3aBapuB cobi KaBM

YBIMKHYB POJTIHF CTOYH3

XOpOoLLa My3MKa 419 TaKOro MOMEHTY
nogyMaB BiH i modapbyBaB yce B HopHe

3rafaB nalaHa 3 >XMTOMUPa SKMM TaK XOTiB NOTpanuTm B Hally 6puragy
i BTPaTUB PyKY B NepLUX AeHb LUTYPMY

3ragaB MexBoda 9KUM BUBO3UB NMopaHeHMx nocepe[ 6inoro gHs

TPUW KOHTY3ii JeCATKM BPATOBAHUX YKUTTIB MOMMA0 rofIOAHOro BOBKa

33 WO MU BOKOEMO?

3a 4Yeprm Ha NoIbCbKOMY KOPAOHI? 3a CTIMKICTb EBPOMENCbKOI AEMOKPATII?
3a /toTb reHepaniB? 3a Bipy 3arMbnmx? 3a XpPUniHHA Yy HalWUX nereHax?

3a cebe
3a HbOro
3a HUX

paHOK YOBrae y 6pyaoHMx YepeBmkax

nepebuHTOBaHMM NaHaLWadT BUMAOE Oui...

i Kpi3b iMNy BiH MOYMHAE WEMNOTITU:

AK YKe g Xouy MipHaTU Y L IMNBUHY

KynaTuca roMM y BOAOWMI

AKY MIiCLLEBI HXXHO Ha3MBatOTb aBAIIBCbKMMUW ManbaiBaMm

AK YKe @ Xouy HapeLlTi ainTm go cebe!
AK YKe § XOUy HapeLUTi Mi3HaTK CBOE CMPAaBXKHE Mpu3HadYeHHs!

AK XKE d XO4Y dK XXe d XO4y —
MPOABUTUNCAH POSKPUTUCAH 3aCHAATU 3C€peﬂ,l/IHI/|!..

LLLO TV MOYYELL B MNyXOMY KyTi?
3 KMM T HOYYELL Ha il BUCOTI?
HOpHa 3eM/9 Ha MOEMY B3YTTi
YopHa MeTNa Ha YUEMYCb KUTTI
YOPHMUI NenekKa Nitae BHoYi
6yay MoBYaTU

TV TaKOXX MOBYM

Kynutn kHury Ha canTi kniga.biz.ua >>>
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rolling stones
what are we fighting for?

that's rather clear
for our homes with children’s drawings on the walls
for those we love and for what we believe in
for the peace of our neighborhoods
and for the quiet sleep of our dear ones

the other night

during a telephone conversation
she said:

you know

16
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I'd like to stay here
there are social guarantees and payments here
confidence about future
I've also had time to think
and I've decided that | don't want to limit my personal freedom
by endless waiting
| want to be open to the world | want to transform
to express myself and reveal myself

so you're not coming back?
| haven't decided yet

and what about the children?
they will go to a German school and will learn the language

N, / \ ™
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the next day he asked his commander

to send him closer to the enemy lines — to be closer to hell
but his request got refused

then he decided to give up and return to his hometown
but it was even more difficult

if you're not even given a chance to die beautifully
how do you go on living?

the damp autumn was tearing the skin off the slag heaps

he made himself a cup of coffee

put on the rolling stones

good music for a moment like this

he thought and painted everything black

he remmembered a guy from Zhytomyr who wanted to join
our brigade so badly
and lost his arm on the first day of the offensive
he remembered a medevac driver who took out the wounded
in broad daylight
three contusions dozens of saved lives the look of a hungry wolf

what are we fighting for?

for the long lines at the Polish border? for the resilience
of European democracy?
for the fury of the generals? for the faith of the dead?
for the wheezing in our lungs?

for ourselves
for him
for them

the morning staggers in muddy boots

the bandaged landscape burns your eyes...
and through the haze he begins to whisper:
oh | want to dive into the depths

to swim naked in these waters

hictthetocats affectioratety cattthevatdives of Avdiivika

1§
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| want to finally reach myself!
| want to finally know my true purpose!

| want oh | want —
to express and reveal myself to shine from within!..

what can you hear when you're stuck in a dead end?
who do you sleep with where the frontline extends?
black-colored earth sticking onto my shoes
somebody'’s life in a black-colored noose

a black-colored stork in the night tries to seize it

| will stay silent

so don't you speak either

Translated by Nadiia Telenchuk
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